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law of the existing legislation so as to restore the legal status as
it was understood to exist before the judgment.1 The other points
need not be commented upon by me; they were, as you may recall,
discussed2 at the Conference held at Mr, Hosken's house during
Mr. Gokhale's stay in Johannesburg.

I do hope that the Bill, if it is passed at all, will be passed with
such alterations as may be necessary to meet the vital objections
raised on behalf of the community,

/ am,
Tours truly,

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 5770

23.   CONVERSATION WITH KASTURBA GANDHI*

[Before April 19, 1913]4

When Mrs. Gandhi understood the marriage difficulty, she was incensed
and said to Mr. Gandhi: "Then I am not your wife according to the laws of
this country." Mr. Gandhi replied that that was so and added that their chil-
dren were not their heirs. "Then," she said, "let us go to India." Mr. Gandhi
replied that that would be cowardly and that it would not solve the difficulty.
"Could I not, then, join the struggle and be imprisoned myself?" Mr. Gandhi
told her she could but that it was not a small matter. Her health was not good,
she had not known that type of hardship and it would be disgraceful if, after
her joining the struggle, she weakened. But Mrs. Gandhi was not to be moved.
The other ladies, so closely related and living on the Settlement, would
not be gainsaid. They insisted that, apart from their own convictions, just as
strong as Mrs. Gandhi's, they could not possibly remain out and allow
Mrs. Gandhi to go to gaol. The proposal caused the gravest anxiety. The
step was momentous.
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1  Vide the preceding item.

2 The original has "disgust", evidently a typing error.

3 This is an extract from the column "News of the Struggle", a weekly
feature in Indian Opinion. Vide also Satyagraha in South Africd, Gh. XXXIX, where
the incident is recorded in some detail.

4 Gandhiji intimated to Gokhale on April 19 Kasturba's decision to join
the struggle, but requested him not to makfc it public; vide "Letter to G. K.
Gokhale", p. 41.